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display device, and more particularly to a wide viewing angle-driving method for a liquid crystal display device that is capable
of improving a viewing angle characteristic. As a large-sized display for a personal computer, a liquid crystal display device
which features low power consumption, light weight and so forth is widely used. There has been a so-called twisted nematic
(TN) type that has a liquid crystal cell which is twisted 90.degree. between a pair of transparent substrates. On the other hand, as
a non-linear optical element, an optical rotary dispersion element that has the property of the Kerr effect in which the refractive
index of the liquid crystal phase is varied when the electric field is applied to the liquid crystal cell has been put to practical use.
As a result, a high speed response and a high contrast ratio have been realized. Such a liquid crystal display device that has a
twisted alignment or a birefringent element layer is called an MVA (multi-domain vertical alignment) type. In a liquid crystal
display device of this type, the liquid crystal cell is driven by a vertical electric field applied from the transparent substrate side.
Thus, a liquid crystal display device of this type offers the advantages of a wide viewing angle and a high contrast. However, in
an MVA-type liquid crystal display device, the voltage holding ratio (VHR) is low so that the problem of a slow response
occurs. An MVA-type liquid crystal display device that is capable of improving the hold voltage ratio (VHR) has been disclosed
in Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 10-17725, for example. In the liquid crystal display device of this publication, an
MVA-type liquid crystal display device is obtained by changing the orientational state of liquid crystal molecules that are in
contact with a first electrode and a second electrode by an electric field that is generated between the first electrode and the
second electrode. When two kinds of electric fields that have different polarities are applied to a liquid crystal layer, the axial
symmetric relationship between the
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